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out ? To awe the Prussian nation who were paying for it
and rilling its ranks ? To overwhelm the States of Germany ?
To fight Europe ? The two Royal Liberals watched with
growing dismay.

In August, 1862, Queen Victoria sent Bertie to cruise in the
Mediterranean in the Victoria and Albert, and she asked the
Crown Prince and Princess of Prussia to join him. Her
reason for wanting to get Bertie out of the way was that she
had summoned Alix of Denmark for ten days of quiet talk
at Windsor. It was now definitely decided that Bertie
should marry Christian of Denmark's daughter in the
following spring. The less Bertie saw of his fiance'e until
that time the better, thought his mother. She did not want
him at Windsor. He would be a disturbing influence in the
quiet talks which were to take place. And it was very
important that Alix should devote her whole attention to
what her future mother-in-law had to say. Besides, if
Bertie had stayed at Windsor it might have looked rude if
she had not asked Prince Christian, who had brought his
daughter over, to stay on at the Castle, for there would
have been a male host to entertain him. As it was, she
knew he would understand that she was too weak to sit at
the table with a gentleman who was almost a stranger to
her, so that he would not mind returning immediately to
Denmark and coming to fetch Alix when her stay was at an
end.

There was a good deal which Alix had to be told about
Bertie. The crucial motif of the talks was to make Alix
see, once and for all, that from the day she married Bertie
she must totally cease to be a Dane, even in her innermost
thoughts. This was especially necessary at the moment
because, ever since Count Bismarck had returned to Berlin,
the signs were growing more ominous that Prussia and
Austria had designs on the troubled States of Schleswig-
Holstein which, rightly or wrongly, Denmark claimed for
her own. Before long, Prince Christian might be King of
Denmark and England did not want to go to war for the sake
of Denmark. The Queen could see that, if such a war broke